Our VPP program is under siege and it is time for everyone to step up and contact your US Congressional Representative urging him/ her to insist that the Department of Labor provide sufficient funding in the 2011 budget that is now being prepared, to not only sustain but grow our program.
 
The Acting Assistant Secretary of Labor publically states that the Department of Labor supports VPP, while resources needed were reduced in the 2010 budget, which began October 1, 2009.  If this is allowed to happen again the continued existence of our program will be in jeopardy.
 
It is time for all of us to quit sitting on our hands (nice way of saying get off our butts) and get involved. Please send the attached sample letter to the contact person at each site in your Region and ask them to urge all of the employees to write to their Representative. As stated in the sample letter, it is better to send the letter to the Representative’s local office as mail sent directly to a D.C. office takes about 6 weeks to be delivered. All mail goes to a site in Ohio to be sanitized for anthrax before it is delivered.  E-mails can be used instead of letters but a letter is more effective.  If someone does not want to use this sample letter they can write their own or change this one to meet their needs.
 
If anyone does not know who his/her local U.S Representative is, go on the internet to “houseofrepresentatives.gov” and you can find each one by district and address of local offices.
 
Contact the national VPPA office and they can provide you with the number of VPP sites and number of employees at each site in your Congressional district.  This number indicates the number of votes available in each District and politicians understand potential votes.
 
Let’s get involved,
 
Mike Maddox
