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Region I, VPPPA Chapter Meeting



To:

Region 1 Chapter of VPPPA

From:

Kimberly Hill, Vice Chair (for Mike Avery, Secretary)
Subject:
Meeting Minutes from August 24, 2009 

The Region 1 Chapter of VPPPA held its quarterly meeting on 08.24.2009 at the Henry B. Gonzales Convention Center in San Antonio, Texas in conjunction with the VPPPA National Conference.

1. Jack Popp welcomed 52 attendees, the Best of the Northeast, to the meeting, thanked them all for attending, and discussed the agenda items for the meeting.  Jack also introduced the first chair person of the Region 1 VPPPA chapter – Chris Hopkins.

2. Introductions were then held:  National Office VPPPA members, National VPPPA BOD members, Region 1 BOD members, OSHA Region 1 Officials, and all attendees.

3. Minutes were available for review from the 06.01.2009 quarterly meeting at Killington.  Jack Popp asked if there were any questions.  One attendee mentioned a typo – after review it was determined there was no typo.  Motion to accept the 06.01.2009 minutes was made by Michael Vigezzi and seconded by Joe Kessler.  No discussion.  Carried.
4. Treasurer’s report.  All required reports filed.  Jack discussed the conference expenses and that the success of the conference was due to donations made by several companies in the region.  There was also additional discussion around growing the assets to $200,000 allowing Chapter to secure $100,000, and leaving $100,000 for annual working expense.  Motion to accept the treasurer’s report was made by Mark Hebert and seconded by Ted Comick.  No discussion.  Carried.   

5. Nominating Update/Current Elections.  Bob Bellerive retired as Vice Chair of the Chapter as well as from the National Board.  Many thanks to Bob for his years of commitment.  Jack Popp will be acting chair of the nominating committee.
a. The Vice Chair position was open for nomination and appointment.  Kim Hill was selected as Vice Chair.

b. There are currently 2 open positions – Director at Large and due to Kim’s appointment as Vice Chair, the Treasurer’s position will be open.  Until a treasurer is appointed, Kim will be acting treasurer.  

6. Communications.  Steve Gauthier updated the group on the Region 1 web site.  Many improvements have been made, and more to come.  There have been over 1131 home page visits in the past few months.  The goal of the communication team is to continue to upgrade the functionality – create a center for BPs, continued web site improvements.  This will allow for greater interaction and give useful links for members.

7. National Board stopped by and introduced themselves.  They discussed the 26th VPPPA conference – August 23 – 26, 2010.  The Board also discussed the joint conference in Puerto Rico in December.  Stacy Thursby introduced the 2010 VPPPA Scholarship program.  David Jackson talked about the Acting Assistant Secretary of Labor – Jordan Barab – he urged all members to take the time to tell him how VPP affects their worksites.
8. Mark Hebert provided the group with a Labor Management Committee Update.  Mark has had a new flag designed at Hamilton-Sundstrand with all of the unions on it.  He unveiled the proposed flag at the meeting.  Marthe Kent stated that Jordan Barab has the new flag on his desk for review.  

Mark also discussed the importance of buying products that are made in the United States.  Although it may take a little more work and monies, sites should try to make every effort to buy US made – support companies in the US – supported by VPP.  Jack Popp added that at our last conference our chapter gave out speaker gifts that were made in Vermont and next year we will continue this local buy and purchase gifts made in Maine.

9. Jack Popp gave the membership update for Kimberly Hill.  43,371 employees are covered under VPP in Region 1.   73.7% of VPP sites in Region 1 are members.   Membership Benefits and Recruitment tips shared.  Kim also shared that the region will be making efforts to get those sites that are not yet VPPPA members to join the membership.
10. Tom Skinner gave the Mentoring Committee update.   There are a lot of sites out there that VPP members are mentoring unofficially.  Send all mentoring activity info to Darwin Irish or Tom Skinner.
11. Awards Committee update provided by Jack Popp.  The chapter has provided copies of the scholarship perpetual plaques to the honorees (Bartsch family, Caswell, Plante).  The board will be announcing a call for scholarships this fall.
12. Bob McKinley updated on By-Laws.  No changes to report at this time.
13. Kimberly Hill updated on 2010 Region 1 Conference planning for June 14-16, 2010.  The conference will be held at Sugarloaf, USA in Carrabassett Valley, Maine.  The board has secured a band for the conference (Motor Booty Affair) as well as a speaker (John Drebinger).  The board is working with Sugarloaf to identify several activities on site so members and their families can enjoy their visit – such as golf, hiking, canoeing, spa, jewelry making, basket making, etc.   Conference sites for 2011 and 2012 TBD.  If anyone has any ideas for 2011 conference – ideas are welcome.
14. There was no Old business raised.
15. New business – Next Chapter Meeting is at Rogers Corp, in CT.  Host sites needed for upcoming Chapter meetings in Feb 2010, and November 2010. 
16. OSHA Region 1 provided an overview of OSHA VPP activities in the Region.  Marthe Kent discussed meeting with Jordan Barab.  There was discussion about sites not being told whether they are VPP Star or have merit items when OSHA leaves the onsite.  She gave Barab’s e-mail address – barab.Jordan@dol.gov.   
Next VPP Meet and Greet – October 23, 2009 – 9:00 – 11:00 AM at OTI – Manchester, NH
With no other business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting and seconded.

Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly Hill

Vice Chair – Region 1 VPPPA 
