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Region I, VPPPA Chapter Meeting



To:

Region 1 Chapter of VPPPA

From:

Mike Avery, Secretary (compiled by Thomas Skinner)

Subject:
Meeting  Minutes from April 1, 2010

The Region 1 Chapter of  VPPPA held its quarterly meeting April 1at Flexcon, Spencer, MA.

1.
Jack Popp welcomed the 25 attendees to the meeting, and thanked them all for attending.

  
Special thanks to Darwin Irish, Brian Burgess, and Flexcon for hosting the meeting. Introductions were then held: Region 1 BOD members, OSHA Region 1 Officials, and all attendees.

2.
Chair’s report: Jack Popp, Chair gave an update on status of Appropriations Funding of VPP by Administration in DC.  Jack stated it is urgent that members contact their Legislators and let them know what VPP means to you, your co-workers, family, company, and community.

3.
Minutes from 12/3/09 Chapter Meeting were distributed.  Motion to accept the minutes was made by Mark Hebert and seconded by Tom Skinner.  No discussion.  Carried.

4.
Treasurers report by acting Treasurer Jack Popp.  All required reports filed.  Motion to accept the Treasurer’s report was made by Mark Hebert and seconded by Darwin Irish.  No discussion.  Carried.   

5.
Communications.  Jack Popp updated for Steve Gauthier on Region 1 web site and Communications Committee activities.  Improvements continue.  Committee Requests your site’s success stories, Best Practices, and Flag Raising photos for website.

6.
Nominating Committee acting Chair Jack Popp announced that today the Chapter BOD appointed Steve Gauthier to fill the open Vice Chair position.  Congratulations Steve!

There are 5 positions on BOD up for 2010 election.  Vice Chair, Secretary, Hourly Rep (Site with CBA), Hourly Rep (Site w/o CBA), and Director At Large.  Deadline for Nominations is May 15th.  

7.
Labor Committee Chair Mark Hebert provided the group with a Labor Committee Update.  We will have a Labor Roundtable at Regional conference at Sugarloaf.  VPP makes a difference in being heard and making the worksite safer for all.   Bottom Line is “ A Safe Work Place”.  Reminder to bring site banners to Conference.

8. Membership Chair Toby Trebilcock  gave the Membership update totals and reviewed Benefits of Membership.    You can go to the VPPPA National website and download presentations for use at your site.

9. Darwin Irish, Mentoring Chair gave the Mentoring Committee update.   Meet and Greets being held quarterly.  Darwin presented the active mentoring going on and the new mentoring matches.  Nominations for Mentor of the Year reminder given. Please keep Darwin or Tom updated.
10. Awards Committee update provided by Jack Popp for Awards Chair Paul Ludington.  Strong response for the two Scholarships.  Region 1 members urged to apply for  the National VPPPA awards.
11. By-Laws Chair Deb Bowie reported no By-Law changes underway at this time.
12. Jack Popp updated for Conference Chair Mike Avery on the 2010 Region 1 Conference progress.  Fifteen vendors and 7 sponsors so far onboard, led by L.L. Bean and Wheelabrator.  There will be 3 Pre-Conference Workshops, 24 Breakout sessions, and the two General Sessions.  Conference sites for 2011 and 2012 TBD.
13. Jack updated for Dan Whipple on Vermont’s  GMVPP Seminar of April 22.
14. Old business:  Progress being made on National and Regional purchasing of  USA Made goods.  Catalogs noting USA made offerings.
15. New business – Next Chapter Meeting is June 14 at Regional VPPPA Conference at Sugarloaf in Maine.  Host sites needed for Chapter meetings in Nov. 2010, Feb 2011. 
14.
Bob Sands, VPP Manager of OSHA Region 1 provided an overview of OSHA VPP activities in the Region, protecting 58,000 workers.  Nationally 1 million workers are protected in VPP.   SGE training in May has strong participation.

With no other business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting and seconded.

The next meeting will be in conjunction with the Region 1 Conference at Sugarloaf in Maine June 14th.

Respectfully submitted,

Mike Avery

Secretary - Region 1 VPPPA 

